INTRODUCTION

I. LIFE OF MACAULAY
Thomas Babington Macaulay was born at Rothley Temple,
in Leicestershire, on the 254 of October, 1800. He was the
eldest child of a family of nine. As his name would suggest,
he was of Scottish descent, his grandfather and great-grand-
father having been clergymen of the Presbyterian Church in
the Western Highlands. His father, Zachary, was an ardent
advocate of the freedom of the slave, and a leading member
of that small circle of Evangelical Churchmen which, under
the name of "the Clapham sect", became widely known for
the piety and philanthropy of its members. His mother,
Selina Mills, was of a Quaker family, and had been educated
by the sisters of Hannah More, whose school provided the
best education available for young ladies at the end of the
eighteenth century.
At a very early age he showed marvellous precocity, and
a memory so extraordinary as to mark him out at once as a
prodigy. When still a mere child he was an omnivorous
reader and a facile writer. He was educated in private
schools, till, at the age of eighteen, he became a student of
Trinity College, Cambridge, At the university he continued
to give his attention, as he had done at school, entirely to
the study of literature. He showed a decided distaste for
mathematics, the prevailing study at Cambridge, and failed
so completely to attain proficiency in this subject that he
seriously endangered his chances of the highest university
distinctions. His brilliant career in classics, however, made
up for other deficiencies, and in 1824 he was elected Fellow
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